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Involve your partner in the planning

Agree a theme/colours pretty early on

Visit venues, don’t just research them online

Make it personal

Think about having your dress tailor made

Don’t stress, enjoy the process

And remember, it is your wedding - don’t be 

swayed or feel forced into doing what other 

people want you to do

Call in favours from friends and family

Get creative - if you are looking to cut costs think about 

DIY’ing some aspects of the wedding

Set yourself a budget and a rough guide of 

how much each item will cost  

My top 10 survival tips

http://www.spinkdot.co.uk/


Let's break it down

Venue

Below you will find every element of wedding planning 
that will cause you stress and how to avoid it! 

Remember - keep calm - you got this! 

Finding the perfect venue is the first 
step to planning the perfect wedding. 
Make sure you look at a few and don't 
be afraid to negotiate. Once you add 
on catering and drinks, the venue will 
likely be the largest part of your budget 

so make sure it's right for you.  
 
. 

Cake
You can pretty much have whatever you 
want as a cake nowadays. Whether you 
want a traditional fruit cake, red velvet or 
cheesecake if you want it you can have it. 
But don't underestimate how much your 
cake will cost. A decent cake for 150 

people will likely set you back about £500!
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Tip: think about a weekday wedding, they are often a great way to 

get your perfect venue at an affordable price
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Flowers
Flowers were one of the most difficult 
parts of the planning for me. I found 
florists very unresponsive and very 

expensive. My advice would be to have a 
clear idea of what you want and make 
sure you dictate that, and they confirm. 
Also, if you can afford to, try and have a
mock centrepiece made up so you know 

what you are paying for.  
. 

Bridesmaids
Pick the people closest to you. Make sure you 
trust them & they trust you, because they are 
going to help you make a lot of decisions. Don't 
be afraid to involve them in the planning and 
help with DIY. Also remember less is sometimes 
more, you don't have to have 100 bridesmaids 
to have a memorable wedding. It can also get 
very expensive when you factor in dresses, hair, 

flowers and gifts. 

Stationary
This part of the planning can be stressful and 
expensive. Either keep it simple or tie it in with 
your theme, whatever you choose make sure 

you plan as far in advance as possible. 
Printing and posting can be a longer and 
more expensive process than you think.  

Thinking of designing your own? Great free 
tools such as Canva (I created this on Canva) 

provide perfect themes. 

www.spinkdot.co.uk

http://www.spinkdot.co.uk/


www.spinkdot.co.uk

Photographer
Securing a good photographer is 

absolutely essential. Your photos are the 
things, along with your rings, that will last 
as long as your marriage. And don't think 
they are cheap...they aren't! A good 

wedding photographer will set you back 
at least £1,500 but will be worth every 

penny! 
 

We used Paul Mockford - mockford.co.uk

Decorations
Decorations can take up a big chunk of 
the budget if you aren't careful, so make 
sure you decide how many you really 

need. Also, if you have already chosen an 
unusual venue you might not need as 

many as you first thought. And don't forget 
Pinterest is your friend when it comes to 

ideas!

Gifts
I found gift buying super hard. You want 
them to be personal, memorable and cost 
effective - which can be a challenge. Think 
about making your own gifts or buy them in 
stages throughout your planning to spread 

the cost.  

Notonthehighstreet.com and Etsy are great 
places to buy personalised gifts. 
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The Dress
The dress is one of the most important 
things you will have to decide on. Try lots 
on and get people's opinions. Maybe 

even think about having it made. I did and 
it was the best thing I did.  

I recently wrote a blog on my wedding 
dress experience. Have a read, it might 

sway you. 

The Make up
My main piece of advice on this front 
would be to make sure you feel like 

comfortable on your wedding day. Have a 
trial, don't leave it until the day in case you 
don't like it and take recommendations on 

makeup artists from friends.   
 

I used Polly Marchant and I would 
recommend her every day of the week. 

The Hair
Up or down, such a big decision to make. 
Take into consideration the type of dress 
you have chosen, the time of year - you 
might not want your hair down on the 
hottest day of the year - what you have 
chosen for your bridesmaids and also 

how long it takes. 

Have a trial and try to test out a few 
options.  
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Table Plan
The table plan is maybe one of the most 

complex and stressful things that you will have 
to do for the wedding. You are never going to be 
able to fit everyone you want on one table so 

just do what you think is best.  
 

Also, top table or no top table is always a tough 
decision. Spend some time thinking about this 
and what works for you and your family. You 
don't always have to stick to tradition. 

Entertainment
One of those things that add an extra cost, 

but can also be one of the most 
memorable things at the wedding. But if 

you don't fancy forking out on a 
photobooth or fireworks, could you call in 
a favour from a friend who sings, does 

magic or plays an instrument?

Added extras
You will have all seen the flip flops and 
slippers available for wedding guests to 
rest their weary feet. Maybe think about 
doing something like this for your guests, 
or I have also seen "pimp my prosecco" or 

"hot chocolate stations" 
 

A bit of fun and doesn't have to cost the 
earth. 
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Going unplugged
This was honestly one of the best things 
we decided to do. We banned all phones 
from the ceremony. Not only did it mean 
we didn't have one phone in the wedding 
photos, it also meant our guests were with 
us, in the moment and not posting to 

Instagram.  
 

Check out my blog for 5 reasons you 
should go unplugged. 

The Honeymoon

Now let's get going...

Now the fun bit. The honeymoon is your 
time to de-stress, relax, enjoy your first 
days/weeks as a married couple and 
remember just why you fell in love.  

 
Whether you choose an active trip or a 
relaxing beach holiday, just enjoy every 
second. It really is the most romantic 

holiday you will ever go on. 

So now you have all my tips and tricks, you should 
be well on your way to wedding planning bliss. 
Just remember the wedding is about you and 
your partner, enjoy it, and I promise it will be the 

most magical day of your dreams. x 
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All photos in this guide were taken by Paul Mockford - mockford.co.uk
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